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LETTERS FROM GENERAL SCOTT.
On the Naturzlization Laws
Wasmizerox, Nov. 10, 1841,

Deam sam: 1 bave the honor to ae-
wiedge your letter of the Sth inst.,
ten, &s vou are pleased to add, in

: hundred native A-
an republicans of Philadelphia.
1 confidentially, but not for publi-

n, | have already replied to a let-

& P.CUTLER, M. D.—D.D. 8,
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SURGEONSADENTIST, tor from David M. Stone, esq., of
he same subject. 1 will

manner, and in

o ihe

E 3 ¥ N RS 1o vou ia like
- 'l b 1%
{ ofhh business i1s heaviest
me—leaving scarcely time for
exercise. | must not, how-

wholly neglect yvour commaunica-

Y
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M any cansiderable number of
ow-counirymen assign me, or
1o give me, 2 prominent posi-
ore the public, ] shall take time

Jize my views on the great
have proposed. Those
¢ their onigin in the stormy
us of the spring of 1835, and
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2 n Jectors were chosen in New |
On both occasions
city, and heard in the streets
th the mnatives.” It was
st every group of foreign-
the sigunal for rallying and out-
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Fired with indignation, two friends

down with me in my parlor at the
House (November, 1540) to
p = address, designed to rally
ecan party.
23 after the election I set out
South, and have never known
uab-
I. FPrelably the election of Gen-
eral Harrison rendered the publication
at that Uime unnecessary, in the opin-

my two friends.

| pow hesitate between extending
the
mation, and a total repeal of all the acts
& Congress on the subject—my mind
nchnes to the latter.
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r | emancipation of slaves.

afirmed ian the week that the | port upon pelilions relating to domes-

1 was in petitions; but I have not failed to see

made one, I ought perhaps to decline |may be within the scheme of Provi-

‘troubling vou or others with my hum- | dence that the great work of spreading

|
1'

complete answer to all your interrog-
atories: but the clause in which you

ble opinions on the great principles of the gospel ovei that vast conthent, inquire whether I would “discounten-
State rights and federal administration; | with all the arts and comforts of civili- |ance by every proper means all att-

but as | cannot plead ignorance of the | zation, is to be finally aceomplished by
‘partiality of a few friends in several| the black man restored ffom American
parts of the Uniop, who may, by pos-  bondage.
'sibility, ina certain event, succeed in | dy been gained for him: and in such a
bringing me within the field fram which 'scheme centuries are but as seconds to

empts to disturb or change the provis-
jions of that law, whereby those pro-

A foothold there has alrea- | visions might be made less effectual,”

'may possibly be construed to imply
{that the Executive would be "expected

it is equally their duty not to repeal
‘nor so modify any of them as to leave
‘the constitutional obligations wholy
unexecuted, or so executed as to fuliill
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quiesce i them for the sake of the Unica,
have arrived at the same corelusion —thar
it tiust and shall be executed. They have
Ithus, for every ptactical purpose, adoped

neither the dictates of duty nor of | the same platform. and have resol-d to

'good faith, nor the just expectations of

that large portiou of the American
people much of whose property de-
pends for its value upon the faithful

a whig candidate is to be selected, ] ito Him who moves Worlds as man|to influence or restrain the action of observance of one of these guaran-

prefer to err on the side of frankness moves a finger, .
and candor, rather than by silence to| ]I do not fsu st th:)rgln&'lies and con-
allow any stranger wunwittingly to |solations of slave re patience,
commit hifnselfto?ny support. il { hope and charity on all sides. The migh-
Your inquiries open the whole ques- | ty subject calls for the exercise of all man’s
tion of domestic slavery, which has, in | g"’d“!’ha“d ‘:Ktil'lel and these may not suf-
different forms, for a number of years | ce without aid from a highe
agll]ated_ Congress and the country. | o0 0T have long beemin the habit, in
Premising that you are the first per-
'son who has interrogated me on the gy common country ox 1h
subject, | give you the basis of what neerp slaverv:and ' 1
would be my reply in greater-detail, i "found but véry Tew Per
time allowed and the contingency allu-
ded to above were less remote.

. In boyhood, at William and Mary
College, and in common with most, if
notall, my companions, I became deep-
ly impressed with the views given by |
{ Mr. Jefferson in his “Notes on Vir-|
‘ginia,” and by Judge Tucker, in the |
Appendix to hisedition of “*Blackstone’s |
( Commentaries,” in favor of a gradual |

That Appen-

r source.

tay that I have

to differ with
me, however opposite their geographical
| positions.

Such are the views or opinions which
you seek. 1 cannot suppress or mutilate
them, although now liabie to be more gen-
erally known. Do with them what you
please. Ineither court nor shun publicity.

I remain, very truly, vours,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
T. P. Arxixsoxs, esq., Danville, Va.
/ On the Annexation of Canada.
dix | have not seen in thirty-odd }'cars.l Wesr Poixr, June 29, 1849.
and in the same period have read scar-| My Dgar ste: The news from the Par-

cely anything on the subject; buf my |liament of Great Britain this morning must,
‘earlyimpressions are freshand unchang- |1 think, increase the discontent of our

" He i i "a | nei rs on the other side of the St. Law- | s .
ed. Hence, if I had had the honor of a | neighbors o .| measures known as the Compromise, |

seat in the Virginia legislature in the  rence a‘nd the lake‘;-. not a little; ¥md tha

winter of 18312, when a bill was |those discontents will, in a few years, lead

brought forward to carry out these |t #separationofthe Cansdasl.xhew B'““’f'

 views, [ should certainly have given it | wick, &c., &c., from the mother country,
- scems equally probable.

my hearty support. l Will those provinces form themselves in-
[ suppose 1 scarcely need say, that

in my opinion Congress has no color of j,n with our Union? 1T think the probabil-
au‘llﬁf!l}' lllldel' ‘“e COHSlItullon 101' it}' is greall" in fa\'or uf llle Iﬂu-(fr4 ln

{ vour touching the relation of master and | my judgment the interest of both sides|

slave within a State. would be much promoted by the annexa-
hold the opposite opinion in re-|tion—the several provinces coming into

i« the month when the Spect to the District of Columbia. Here, | the Union on eﬂ}ual terms with our present |
The free mavigation of the |

or on| L};irl.y States. : :
» | St. Lawrence is already of immense impor-
| tance to perhaps =a third of our present

Bat my conviction is equally strong | POPulation, and ‘would he of great value

- 2 S | to the remainder. After annexation, two
that, unless it be step by step with the | ’

: S ' revenue cutters below Quebec would give
legislatures of Virginia and Marylaud, | y5 4 better security against smuggling than

it would be dangerous to both races (hirty thousand  custom-house employees
in those States to touch the relation be- ls[rung a]ong the line that separates _us
tween master and slave in this Dis-
{ trict. !
|1 have from the first been of opinion
that Congress was bound by the con-!
| stitution to receive, to refer, and to re-

with the consent of the owners,
the pavment of “just compensation,
Congress may legislate at discretion.—

from the British possessions on the conti-
nent. [ am well acquainted with that line,
and know a great deal of the interests and
character of the provincials. Though op-
posed to incarporating with us any district
densely peopled with the Mexican race, 1

should be most havpy to frateraize with
our northern and northeastern neighbors.

: ok Jui What may be the views of the executive
and regret the unavoidable IMAlon | government on the subject,| know absolute-
“'hich. ‘.hc formEr lla"e pl'odllced in lhe " ly nolhing; but 1 think I cannot err ;n sa}-_
southern States, with the consequent |ing that two-thirds of our people would
peril to the two colors, whereby the|rejoice at the incorporation, and the other
adoption of any plan of emancipation | third soon perceive its benefits.

has everywhere among us been greatly | Of course, 1 am opposed to any under-
| retarded. | hand measures on our part in favor of the

tic slavery, as in the case of all other

It is in the foregoing manner, my dear

conversation, of expressicg myselfall over |
e question of

period of residence before naturali- |

| ; i - .. | Measure, or any other act of bad faith to-

lows sayself no Siaeen; Bt woven | wards Great Isirrit.ain. Her good will, in
{my view of the matter, is only second to
that of the provincials themselves; and that
the former would soon follow the latter,
considering the present temper of Christen-
dom, cannot be doubted.

The foregoing views I have long been
\in the habit of expressing in conversation.
I give them to you for what they may be
worth.

have attached blame to masters for not
liberating their slaves—well knowing
that liberation, without the means of
sending them in comfort to some posi-
tion favorable to the pursuit of happi-
ness, would, in most cases, be highly in-
jurious to all around, as well as to the
manumitted families themselves, unless
the operation were general and under
the auspices of prudent legislation. Bat
I am persuaded#that it is a high moral
obligation of masters and slaveholding
States to employ all means, not incom-
patible with the safety of both colors,

]

Concarring fully in the principles of | 1© meliorate slavery,even to extermina
the Philadelphia movement, | should |Ui0D. o
1 refer assuming the name of American | It hasbeen gratifying te know that
S10%s republicans, s in New York, or dem- |general melioration has been great,
bR . and is still prog¥essive, notwithstand-

ecratic Americans, as [ shouid respect- | ¢ " :
fully sugeest. Brousght up in the prin- | 18Z the disturbing causes alluded to
g g X3 e 2 The more direct process of e-

cipies ol the revolution—of Jeflerson, | above:. . !

M adison, &c.—under whom in youth | mancipation may, no doubt, be earlier
| commenced Jife, 1 have always been | commenced and quickened in some
Grcers wom called, | have ever professed myself a Communities than in others. Each, I
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Faithfully yours,
WINFIELD SCOTT.

Letters from Distinguished Gentlemen to
ROBERT G SOOTT, BSQ:

LETTER FROM S. A, DOUGLAS, ESQ.| ha8 gone forth in some of the States through which it has passed, 1 have

Wasmi~erox, D. C., May 22, 1852.

I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 17th
instaut, and take pleasure in respond-
ing directly to your interrogatories,
especially as my answer will ondy re-
quire a reiteration of my wellmatured
opinions which have repeatedly been

e “ republican, or whig, which with me was

TR - . -
the salne thing. Democratic Ameri-

MARSHALL HOUSE.

izens devoted 10 our country and insti-
mtions—would not drive from us nat-

( On the Nowth side o tie Pulilic Sgueve,) oobized citizens who, by long resi-|

Melly Sprimg~ Wivrissapps. dence, have become identified with us
STt gttt o) e Rl e bt
[P S U PE—— et & I am to see bv the Philadel-
fLarpe amd Comamedosns Heted foomerly Lept b N s ¥ . o
- =ea S ‘m‘gzdtu-t j'& m .\m“‘mymmw
WARSHALL BOUSE  He sssescs ol who =y s to be excluded as a party element.—
Stagnch Protestant as | am, both by

fover bz with thesr extemn e e w1l ow
B o o +arrrie abal b wpused o fur.| birth and comviction, | shall never con-
vond them wrd every mocsmmmedat e '}_:‘;ic:l.:. sent 1o @ party or State rdigioa. Re-
Hu&tﬂ&mg&:‘;‘:d.&'@mhm 1 to be ssinsied with
Be Ras 2 now sogply of e best wlocted ser @ither. It should always be kept be-
a3 tween each individual and

, cept in the way of reason and geni
well formished - 3ne persuasion—as ja family churches and
5 cawes be sigyloed w52 grher cocasions of voluntary attendance
v acge and (after yvears of discretion,) or reciprocal

£ B STONE in which travelers Horses W ishang success to the great work
Vehaches 3n %o mles cxe of @ Se bet which you and other pairiots have set
h.ll'hbﬁ--“ﬁ-d-udurz oa foot, | remain, with high respect,
=rand te = -.‘Wﬁﬂ!‘m
ot wey-Siy 2T S WINFIELD SCOTT.
S FOOC. | To Gromes Wasmiserox Rexo, esq.,
I f - ror .
e PR snd others, Philadeiphia.

cans would include all good native cit- |

his Ged, ex- |

before the advent

| do not question, has the right to judge
for itself, both as to time and means;
and I consider interference or aid from
without, except on invitation from au-
therity, to be as hurtful to the sure pro-
gress of melioration, as it may be fatal
| to the lives of vast multitudes, of al!
, sexes, and colors. The
|liberation cannot be forced without
!such horrid results. Christian philan-
| thropy is ever mild and considerate.—
| Hence all violence ought to be depreca-
[ted by the friends of religion and ho-
'manity. Their persuasions cannot fail
|at the right time to free the master
| from the slave, and the slave from the
| master— ps before the latter shall
have found outand acknowledged that
' the relation between the parties had
 long been mutually prejudicial to their
| worldly interests.
dﬂT:{ereisno evil without, in the or-
Providence, some compensati
|benefit. The - bleeding African ﬁ
torn from his savage home by his fe-
rocious neighbors, sold into slavery,
and cast upon this continent. Here,
in the mﬂdeouth.Pﬁd the race has :?a;
derfully multiplied, compared
anything ever known in barbarous life.
The descendants of a few thousands
have become many millions; and all,
from the first,

brought uader q.n;,:d:rmcapl.
m.lﬂ

work of

inted with
o e Serh, s sogesinied wich

expressed in my place in the Senate
and in the House of Representatives

and to my constituents at home.
While the series of measures, known
as the Compromise, was supported and
opposed by democrats and whigs in-
discriminately, and therefore could not
justly be claimed as party measures,
yet 1 deemed it my daty, under the
circumstances, to give them in the Sen-
ate a cordial and unwatvering support;
and immediately upon my return home,
when assailed my constituents, I
defended and vindicated the provisions
of each and all of those acts, and es-
pecially insisted upon the faithful exe-
cution of the law for the reclamation
of fugitives from labor. My opinions
upon these questions have undergone
;and 1 l‘ball deem it my du-

' Congress by other means than those
enjoined by the constitution. Lest
my answer may not be deemed full on

| this point, it is due to candor to state

 that
 event, to use the patronage of the go-
| vernment for the purpose of influenc-
ing the legislative action upon that or
any other subject, but would leave to

Congress the independent exercise of

its constitutional functions, and reserve

i

| responsibility attaching
{or disapproval of all acts passed by
{ Congress.

o

fully, your obedient servant,
S. A. DOUGLAS.

Rosert G. Scorr, esq.

Letter from Lewis Cass, Esq
Wasnineron, May 25, 1552,
Sir: 1 received your letter of the
:thh instant on Friday last, and shall
| proceed to answer it frankly and ex-
| plicitly.
' I consider the series of legislative

lincluding the fugitive-slave law, as the
| final adjustment of a dangerous agita-
| tion, which threatened the stability of
‘the Union ; and this view, which I pre-
|sented to the Senate on the 2lst of

| to an independent nation, or seek a connex- | December last, in some remarks upon -Iev.l.

| the subject, has been fortified by sub-
'sequent events; and hereafter, wheth-
jer in a public orin a private station, I
| shall advoecate their integrity and their
observance. And should the favor of
my fellow-citizens cill me to the pres-
|idenc_\'. I should uwse all the ecnstitu-
' tional and legal means within my pow-
fer to cause those laws, as well as all
| others, to be enforced fully, fairly and
' without exception. And so far as it
might be proper, I should discounte-
| nance all attempts to disturb or change
the provisions of the law for the re-
capture of fugitive slaves, whereby
those provisions might be rendered less
efficient in carrying into effect the
constitutional obligations upon that
subject.

I believe that the repeal or an es-

pairing its efficacy, would do more to
alienate the South from the North than
any event—than all the events, indeed
—which haveled to those sectional
differences that have marked the pro-
gress of our history, and which have
happily yielded to a spirit of conces-
sion and conciliation. Such a meas-
ure would destroy all confidence, both |
in the good faith of the North, and in |
the value everywhere of the constitu- |
tionzl guarantees ; and in my opinion, |
would lead inevitably to a dissolution
lof the Union. So believing, 1 believe |
it is the duty of every true American |
to hold on to this Compromise, in all

[ |

blessed institutions which have made
us the freest, the happiest, and the|
most prosperous nation that the sun
of heaven ever shone upon.

And, besides, it is obvious to the
most superficial observer that a spirit

‘of the Union which, were it not checi-
ed by a sound public opinion, might
produce the most dangerous conse-
quences. The right of property is
called in question, and the secarities
that protect it, as sacred as any which
anywhere guard the social or political
system, are derided and disavowed,
and doctrines are inculcated utterly
incompatible with the existence of the
Union itself, or with peace among its
members, should God in his wrath sep-
erate them into independent communi-
ties. It becomes every one who loves
his country, and who desires that its
future should be glorious and not dis-
astrous, to discountenance theseefforts,
and to maintain in their integrity the
true principles of the constitution.—
A firm determination to do this, and
not to yield to this dangerons spirit,
would sonn render it harmless, for 1
am perfectly convinced that the great
body of our fellow-citizens in the non-
slaveholding States consider the rights
of our southern brethren as sacred and
inviolable as theirown.

- With respect to withholding the Ex-
ecutive approval from a bill modifying

senual modincavuon of this law, im- | =™ . '
| paired without the neglect of undenia- [

|

]

tees.

From circumstances arising subse-
quent to the passage of the original
law for the recapture of fugitive slaves,

I should not feel at liberty, in any | that law became in effect inoperalive,  for any such cause

| leaving a stipulation of the constitution,
vitally important to one-half of the
Union, almost as useless as if it had
had no place in that great charter of
the government.

|
A short extract from some observa-

to the Execytive the full measure of  tions made in the Senate on the 13th |
to bis approval | of March, 1850, arging the necessity

lof the immediate passage of a more
efficient fugitive slave law, will show

I have the honor to be, very respect- | that the opinious here advanced were | dangerous crisis.

| then avowed and urged by me as the
' motives for legislative action :

| “My own opinion is, that we shouvld
| take up the bill for the recapture of
| fugitive slaves, reported by the Judi-
‘ciary Committee.

| o1 am disposed to suspend all our
|discussions, and to lay aside 2!l other
{ business, with a view to act upon that

‘ bill without unnecessary delay, and to!

pass it in such form as may be accep-
is the point upon which theSouth feels
| most acutely, and in regard to which
(it has the most serious cause of com-
plaint. I have heard but one man in
{ this body deny the existence of this
or the justice and necessity of
| providing an adequate remedy, * *
| “I, for one, am willing to take up
:1he subject ; and provide the necessa-
ry means for carrying the provision of
the constitution into full effect. Such
‘a procedure would have the very best
‘eflfect upon the South at this time.—
| It would be a pledge of our sincerity,
‘and of our desire to do justice to that
' greatsection of ourcommon country.”
' A conviction of the injustice of this
state of things, and of the justice of
| the demand for an efficient modifica-
‘tion of the law, led to the provisions
now ingrafted upon the original stat-
‘ute,and which together provide ade-
'quate means for carrying into effect
{the constitutional obligation. It is
{my opinion that laws of this nature
' present peculiarly grave considerations
and that their efficacy cannot he im.

 ble constitutional duties. Essential to
| the fulfillment of fundamental guaran-
| tees, they in effect constitute a portion
lof them, and so far partake of a con-
[ stitutional character as to be guarded
‘against repeal, or any modification by
which the faithful execution of these
importani stipulations might be impe-
ded or prevented.

And in conformity with these senti-
ments, | have voted to lay upon the ta-
‘ble, or, in other wouids, not to consid-
er, the petitions presented at the pres-

|ent session asking for changes in the

fugitive-slave law. I was determined,

its parts, as he would hold on to those | for one, not to touch the law, aud to

| prevent, if possible; the renewal of the

agitation.
Applying the principles here ad-
vanced to the law in question, and es-

pecially having reference to the condi-

table to a majority of this body. That |

sustain 1t against the common enemy.—
Why, then, should they w rangle and
vide and waste their efiergies, not respect-
ing the main question, whick hus alread?
Leen definttively settled, but in regard ¢
(the process which has brought them, the’
|I'l om different directions, 1o the same con+
clusion? Above all, why should the stren-
gth of the democratic party of the country
be impaired and it ascendency jeoparded
] ? We who believe that
the triumph of democratic principles is es

sential not only to the prospeniy of the
Union, but even to the preservation of the
constitution, ought reciprocally to forget
and, if need be, to forgive the past, and
cordially unite with our polincal bretiren
in sustaintng for the future the good old
cause of demotracy. It must be a source
of deep and lasting pleasure to every pat-
|riotic heart; that our beloved country Eutso
happily passed through the late trying and
1 ile rolczmo has been
extinguished, I trust, forever; and the man
| who would apply a firebrand st the present
'moment to the combustible materials which
|still remain, may produce an eruptin to
loverwhelm botk the cotistitution and the

Jnion."’

In my opivion, the contingency to whick
you refer 1s remote and highly improbable,
that Congress will ever pass a bill * modi-
fying or chafging the fugilive-siave law, so
|as to impair 1s present valuable enact-
iments.””  This law consummaled the bond
of peace between the slmve-holding and
the non-slaveholding States at the late very
|critical period of our history. Had it not
'peseed, the remaining measures of adjust-
ment, however wise in themselves, would
{not have deserved the name of a compro-
'mise between these two classes of States.
| 1t is the single measure of the whole series
|in which the slate-holding States, with the
exception of Texas, have any peculiar ia-
lterest. lItis the only compensation which
they have received for the great serifices
' which many, perhaps a majority, of their
| citizens believe they kave suflered. Ee-
| sides, nearly all the other measures of the
|C0mpwmise. certainly the most important
of thern, are m their very natare final, and
cannot be repealed by Congress. Under
| these circumstances, it would not only be
i1nnju::t, but in bad faith, to deprive these
States of the benefits sccured to them by
the fugitive-slave law, especially when a
law of this character is not only author-
zed, but absolutelv required, by the ex-
press mandate of the constitution.

In what estimation would the civilized
world hold the eonduet of ene of thelpar-
ties toa solemn treaty of peace between
independent nations who, whilst himself in
| the enjoyment of all the benefits stipulated
in his Tavor, and in which he knows he can
never be disturbed, should then turn round,
and, merely because he possesses the pow-
er, deprive the other party of the only
equivolent he had received under this very
treaty?

Bat 1 forbear to pursue this sabject. Tu

=
-
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]

{my opinion, the harmony of the States and

the ,)rusperi(-y—-—it may be the preservation
—of the Union depend upon the mainten-
ance and faithful execution of all the com
promise measures. It is now too late in
the day to go behind the record and dis-
cuss the original merits.
Yours, very respectfully,
JAMES BUCHANAN.
Robert G. Scott, esq.

Letter from D. 8. Dickinscn, Esq.
Biyemawrox, N. Y., May 20, 1852.
My pear sir: Your favor of the 17¢k
sunggesting that, amongst other names,
mine had been associated with the demo-
cratic nomination for the présidency, and

| tion of the country and to the crisis

|

ropounding for my consideration certain
interrogatories, rcached me last evening
I have not at any time regarded myself

lis President, it would be his duty to 858 candidate for the distinguished honor
| mentioned, and, as I presume is generally

1w:cll1.i‘§?_ld his a!)hprov.al nt'«i::mt flmy };‘li“ z:o 'known, early declared my preferences for
‘l?:n ;:li l!}'igsor l;sz:]stgm%nl:ablzw er‘:;r'lci jone of the eminent statesmen whose names
| S0P P = : been conspicuously before the

| = . = = 1 ihave lon ;
5 men_th, which give to it the necessary puhl'u:. der these circumstances, 1 !'uel
efficiency. some delicacy in publishing at this time

I am. #r, very respectfully, your|the opinions of a private eitizen, though

'no hesitation in saying that, whoever

|1

| ob’t ser'vi,

LEWIS CASS.
RopT. G, Scorr, esq.,Richmond Va.

Letter from James Buchanan, Esqg.
WuEATLAND, (near Lancaster,Pa )
May 24th, 1852, ;
Sie: I havereceived your communica-
tion of the 17th inst., asking me whether,
in case of my nomination and election to
the presidency, I would, in the administra-
tion of the government, sustain and enforce
“the various acts of Congress constituting
what is known as the Compromise, and es-
pecially the enactments of that law rela-
ung to the reca by their owners of
fugitive slaves.”
oond also whether I ““would discounten-
ance by every proper means all attem
to disturb or change the provisions of
law, whereby these provisions ?t be
made less effectual for securitig to the peo-
ple of the South their constitutional

or changing this law, “so as to impair
its valuable enactments,” I have to re-
mark, that there are various constitu-
tional guarantees of the highest im-
portance to the people of the United
States, and without which this gov-
ernment would never have been es-
| tablished, which depend for their effi-
cacy upen congressional

while without it they are mere barren
declarations. Among these, is the
:thof trial by jury, and the benefit

the writ of both of
which would be dead stipulations, if
not it imto life by legislative ac-
tion, by the powers it confers up-
on the judiciary. , them,
also, is the
E:;p‘ inducement to many of the
States to the comstitution, and

izhts
mn the possession and enjoyment ofnﬂir
slave property.”
tunately, a bi -
ifying or changing the law referred to, so
as to impair its vdubloe‘enm
would 1, as President
s

none in expressing them. b

Itis due as well to the kind partialily
which has preseuted the inquiries as to my
own determination, whether acting as »
private citizen or a public servant, to prac
tice no evasions or concealments upon vital
questions, that an answer should be given
in & spirit of frankness which becomes the
occasion, and it is given accordingly. 1
long since declared it to be my fixed inten-
tion and p , in whatsoever stalun
the vicissitudes of Jife might place me, to
sustain, by any and every just means with-
in my control, the measures of adjustment
of 1250, believing their adoption as a
whole to have b?-n wise, and hir e
tion salutary. I regard itas ighest
duty and duryrut privilege of the cl:btizeu
to cherish and p! a Union of Sftes
which has Mmhndma:d inm!cnhbm le lbles-
sings upon mankind ; is can only be
dogroge

by maintaining, in Jetter and
in spirit, the integrity of the constitation.

That coustitutoin provides for the resio«
ration of fugitives from service, and the
act of 1850 simply provides for its execu-

tion. .
On the 26tk of F , 1849, while
i ing Mr. Walkit":m’;meﬂmt

to service by the laws of one State, esca-
ing into another, are to be delivered up
ﬂ'mmmmm—

not 4o be enslaved, if they




